
Prayers from the Book of Common Prayer 
 

Prayers for National Life 

For our Country 
 

Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage: 

We humbly beseech thee that we may always prove ourselves a 

people mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will. Bless our land 

with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save 

us from violence, discord, and confusion; from pride and 

arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and 

fashion into one united people the multitudes brought hither out of 

many kindreds and tongues. Endue with the spirit of wisdom those 

to whom in thy Name we entrust the authority of government, that 

there may be justice and peace at home, and that, through 

obedience to thy law, we may show forth thy praise among the 

nations of the earth.  In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with 

thankfulness, and in the day of trouble, suffer not our trust in thee 

to fail; all which we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

For the President of the United States and all in Civil Authority 
 

O Lord our Governor, whose glory is in all the world: We 

commend this nation to thy merciful care, that, being guided by thy 

Providence, we may dwell secure in thy peace. Grant to the 

President of the United States, the Governor of this State (or 

Commonwealth), and to all in authority, wisdom and strength to 

know and to do thy will. Fill them with the love of truth and 

righteousness, and make them ever mindful of their calling to serve 

this people in thy fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth 

and reigneth with thee. 

 

For the Future of the Human Race 

O God our heavenly Father, you have blessed us and given us 

dominion over all the earth: Increase our reverence before 

the mystery of life; and give us new insight into your purposes 

for the human race, and new wisdom and determination in 

making provision for its future in accordance with your will; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 



A Prayer attributed to St. Francis 
 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let 

us sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, 

union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; 

where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant 

that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be 

understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in 

giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and 

it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 

 

 

Thanksgiving for the Social Order 

For the Diversity of Races and Cultures 
 

O God, who created all peoples in your image, we thank you for 

the wonderful diversity of races and cultures in this world.  Enrich 

our lives by ever-widening circles of fellowship, and show us your 

presence in those who differ most from us, until our knowledge of 

your love is made perfect in our love for all your children; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

Thanksgivings for National Life 

For the Nation 
 

Almighty God, giver of all good things: 

We thank you for the natural majesty and beauty of this land. 

They restore us, though we often destroy them. 

Heal us. 

 

We thank you for the great resources of this nation. They make us 

rich, though we often exploit them. 

Forgive us. 

 

We thank you for the men and women who have made this country 

strong. They are models for us, though we often fall short of them. 

Inspire us. 

 

We thank you for the torch of liberty which has been lit in this 

land. It has drawn people from every nation, though we have often 

hidden from its light. 

Enlighten us. 



 

We thank you for the faith we have inherited in all its rich variety. 

It sustains our life, though we have been faithless again and again. 

Renew us. 

 

Help us, O Lord, to finish the good work here begun. 

Strengthen our efforts to blot out ignorance and prejudice, and to 

abolish poverty and crime. And hasten the day when all our 

people, with many voices in one united chorus, will glorify your 

holy Name. Amen. 

 

 

Thanksgivings for the Natural Order 

For the Beauty of the Earth 
 

We give you thanks, most gracious God, for the beauty of earth 

and sky and sea; for the richness of mountains, plains, and rivers; 

for the songs of birds and the loveliness of flowers.  We praise you 

for these good gifts, and pray that we may safeguard them for our 

posterity. Grant that we may continue to grow in our grateful 

enjoyment of your abundant creation, to the honor and glory of 

your Name, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Suggested concerns to pray about. 

 

Climate change 

White supremacy and racism 

Pandemic 

The common good 
 


