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Opening Acclamation 
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”   
 

Confession of Sin 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 
 
 

The Absolution          
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
Versicle and response 
Officiant:  Lord open our lips.   People:  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for 
ever.  Amen.  Alleluia 
 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us adore him. 
 
Venite: Psalm 95:1-7 
 
Come, let us sing to the Lord; * 
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 
For the Lord is a great God, * 
and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, * 
and the heights of the hills are his also. 
The sea is his, for he made it, * 
and his hands have molded the dry land. 
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, * 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 
  Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 
 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us adore him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Psalm of the Day:  Psalm 119:105-112 

 

105   Your word is a lantern to my feet * 
  and a light upon my path. 

106   I have sworn and am determined * 
  to keep your righteous judgments. 

107   I am deeply troubled; * 
  preserve my life, O LORD, according to your word. 

108   Accept, O LORD, the willing tribute of my lips, * 
  and teach me your judgments. 

109   My life is always in my hand, * 
  yet I do not forget your law. 

110   The wicked have set a trap for me, * 
  but I have not strayed from your commandments. 

111   Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 
  truly, they are the joy of my heart. 

112   I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 
  for ever and to the end. 

 
 
 

The First Lesson:  Isaiah 55:10-13 

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

For you shall go out in joy, 
and be led back in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 
shall burst into song, 
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 



A Song of Ezekiel:  Ezekiel 36.24–26,28b 

I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries. 
I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses. 
A new heart I will give you, and put a new spirit within you, 
And I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 
You shall be my people, and I will be your God. 
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. 
Amen. 

The Epistle: Romans 8:1-11 

There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has 
set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could 
not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the 
flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh 
is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is 
hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot 
please God. 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not 
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of 
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, 
he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in 
you. 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

 
Music Meditation:  Cello  Steven Horst 
 

The Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a 
boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, 
saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came 
and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up 
quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no 
root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other 
seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with 
ears listen!” 

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, 
the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for 
what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet 
such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of 
the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears 
the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for 
what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and 
yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 



 

Sermon:       Luke Smithers 
 
Music Meditation:  Cello  Steven Horst 
 
 

The Apostles’ Creed    
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our 
Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
The Lord be with you.     And also with you.      Let us pray. 
 
 
Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
The Suffrages 
Show us your mercy, O Lord;              And grant us your salvation. 
Clothe your ministers with righteousness;   Let your people sing with joy. 
Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;    For only in you can we live in safety. 
Lord, keep this nation under your care;   And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
Let your way be known upon earth;    Your saving health among all nations. 
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;   Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
Create in us clean hearts, O God;    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
The Collect of the Day  
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they may know and 

understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. 

 
A Prayer for Mission           
O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to 

those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find you; 

bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

Prayers of the People:    Ted Coolidge 
 

Let’s take a deep breath together, and be still in the presence of God. 

Your own prayers are invited after each set of prayers 

 



Silence 

Let us pray for the church: 

Dear God, We pray for penitent hearts, and the will to walk in the Jesus way toward a new future of your preparing. 

I ask your prayers for our church.  (pause) 

We pray also for Ian and Laura or Bishops, Mary our Priest, Thomas our Benedictine Monk, and for our vestry and 

all our members.   

 

silence 

 

Let us pray for the Nation: 

Holy God, in these difficult days, keep us mindful of times in the past when our people also struggled and suffered, 

and overcame.  We think especially of the Civil War, and the Great Depression. Encouraged by those who came 

before us and overcame, may we walk in the light of their witness.   I ask your prayers for our nation. (pause)     

Pray for Donald our President, Ned our Governor, and Benjamin our Mayor.  

 

Silence 

Let us pray for doctors and nurses: 

Merciful God, we pray and give thanks for hospitals and all places of healing, especially during this pandemic. We 

are grateful for the services and sacrifices of those who work in them, and pray that you will bless and keep them in 

your heart as they offer their healing care.      

Pray for doctors, nurses and all others working with them.  (pause)  

 

Let us pray for ourselves and each other: 

Dear God, sometimes we just go through our prayers, our days, in a thoughtless way, our minds and our hearts 

somewhere else, so often.  When we realize it, teach us to come back to you just as we are, knowing you were there 

all along. Teach us to trust you with all our hearts.  

Pray for yourself, and for each other.   

 

We pray for those celebrating birthdays this week: Cynthia Ellis, Jeannette Fitts, and Barbara Brainerd 

 

Hear us now, as we offer our prayers for all those others for whom they have been requested: Cora, Mike, Jonathan 

Willetts, Dortha Willetts, Joanne Palozie-Weems, Larry Ward, Danisha ,Luke & Dante Flores, Taylor Walsh, Martha Rennie, Kim-Jean, John 

McMillan, Norm Jacob, Alan Webb, Ann Coward, Marion Harris, for those serving in our Armed Forces especially Matthew Muse and Joshua Neville, 

and for our Shut–ins  especially Winnie Knapp. 

Are there others? (Silence for names to be added) Be with them, we pray, with your healing and life-giving spirit. 

 

We pray also for those who have died and are now forever with you: Ruth Stayner Lyman. 

Are there others? (silence for others to be added)   Grant them your peace.                                  

 

Now we will unmute you so you may name your own prayers and concerns 

 

 

Celebrant: 

Receive these our prayers, Lord, and the unspoken prayers of our hearts. Guide and direct us now and always in 

your way.   Amen 

 
 
 



The Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to you; 
and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name 
you will be in the midst of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us 
in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Officiant: 
Let us bless the Lord.        Thanks be to God.  
 
Officiant: 
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from 
generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.    Ephesians 3:20,21 
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