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                     June 25, 2019 

Dear Parishioners: 

 

 I am writing to tell you of my decision to retire effective October 1 of this year.  This is in lieu of 

waiting until the Pension Group’s mandatory retirement date for me next February, when I turn 72.   In 

addition to my own desire to ratchet things down a few notches, I believe that this will be a good move for 

the parish.  I have already overstayed the 3 to 5-year contract which we originally signed for my tenure as 

Priest in Charge, and it is time for you to be able to move on to the next thing God has in store for you.   

 

 You will be glad to know that the Bishops and Canon for Mission Leadership, Lee Ann Tolzmann, have 

been working hard on your behalf in seeking just the right person to become your half-time Provisional 

Priest in Charge (PPIC).  While the PPIC will be appointed by Bishop Douglas, the appointment will only 

be made at the vestry’s request, after the vestry has interviewed any candidate.  PPIC’s are eligible, by 

mutual agreement, to be chosen as the next Rector at the end of their three-year PPIC contract.  The ECCT 

is aware of the great potential of Church of the Holy Trinity, and its important role here in the Middletown 

community.  I have every confidence that they will offer you only their best candidate.   

 

 It is indeed with some sadness that I leave.  You have become very dear to me.  Therefore, I am 

particularly glad to know that your strong Vestry and Staff are fully capable not only of making this a 

smooth transition, but also, with the help of the Holy Spirit, of steering you into the new path in God’s 

Mission which lies before you.  I know that you are ready for that new journey, and I am excited for you. 

 

 As for me, I am looking forward to more travel, re-acquainting myself with my relatives, working on 

my house, playing more music, seeing more birds, and discovering what God has in mind for me next.  

Adventure lies ahead for us all!  I am filled with gratitude for this period when our paths converged. 

 

Yours in Christ,  

 


