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 Aren’t rainbows wonderful?  We just heard the whole Noah’s Ark story, which ends with 

the rainbow that God creates to be a sign forever that never again shall there be a flood to destroy 

the earth.  God makes a covenant promise which binds him forever.   Now, if we could only see 

ourselves as human beings bound by such a promise not to destroy the earth—by water or by 

other means—we would be getting somewhere! 

 Deacon Pat and I did not choose the Flood story for this year’s Vigil just because we love 

an excuse to put all these cute felt board animals up (although we really do love doing it!)  It is 

time for us to remember that God’s promises for resurrection and renewal and restoration are not 

just for us, but they are for all of creation.  God’s promises are for the mammals, the insects, the 

reptiles, the birds, the trees, the fields, the grass, the flowers, the rocks, the mountains, the 

valleys, the rivers, the streams, the plains. 

 In Noah’s story we see the pains God went to in saving all of the wonderful wildlife from 

the apparently untamable wildness of the human beings who insisted upon all kinds of bad 

behavior.   

 In my opinion, if God had not bought into the rainbow covenant, we would all have been 

washed away many times over by now.  Our bad behavior has certainly persisted. 

 In particular, we have not learned to emulate our Creator with respect to the protection 

and care for our environment.   Saint Paul wrote to the Romans:  “…the creation waits with 

eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, 

not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will 



be set freed from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of 

God.” (Rom 8:1-21)  God placed God’s marvelous creation in our hands in an act of hope.  God 

hoped that we would stay in right relation with God and one another and care for creation in the 

way we should.  God hoped that we could be depended upon, and placed the balance of nature in 

our hands.  Now it is up to us to get our act together.   

 It is an awesome thing to think that God has placed such hope in us.  As Christians we 

need to take our environmental politics very seriously.  When Dortha says we need to plant 

milkweed, we need to do it.  When she encourages us NOT to use lawn care products which kill 

bees and other pollinators, we need to run to our dictionaries and learn to spell 

NEONICOTANOID so we will recognize it on a label and avoid it.  I am grateful for Dortha’s 

personal witness in our midst.  But she cannot single-handedly save our planet.  We are all 

needed.  We are all bound up in God’s hope for the earth.  And whereas it is easy for us to see 

that creation depends upon us for its survival, we have to remember also that the reverse is true. 

 I ask you to take a look at the cover of your bulletin.  It likens the face of Jesus to a 

rainbow.  He is indeed the sign to us of a new Covenant being made with us in his blood.  And as 

St. Paul pointed out to the Romans, when we come around to being just the people God created 

us to be, redeemed and restored by the blood and the love of Jesus, all creation will at last be 

freed.  Tonight I want us to think about resurrection, and how it is not just for human beings any 

more. 


