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 Jesus told the Disciples that the defining mark of their life as his followers was to be their 

love for one another.  So often the warm, fuzzy feelings that come to our minds when we hear 

this command fall short of the kind of love that Jesus had in mind.  He told them, “Just as I have 

loved you, you also should love one another.”  (Jn 13:34)  He had in mind a very specific kind of 

love.  It was the love he had demonstrated earlier when he had washed their feet.  That kind of 

love was so unexpected that Peter insisted “You will never wash MY feet!” 

 We can all appreciate how Peter felt about having Jesus wash his feet.  In the first place, 

it is a very personal thing to have someone wash your feet.  That is something we normally do 

for ourselves, or else we perhaps pay for some footwashing along with a pedicure now and again.  

In Peter’s day you sometimes had a slave wash your feet when you entered a house.  But 

NEVER would you expect your teacher, your Mentor, the one you believed to be the Messiah of 

God, to wash your feet!  That was just way beyond the bounds of what one might consider an 

expression of love. 

 And yet, there was Jesus, washing their feet, doing for them what none of them would 

have done for each other.  And then Jesus went on to challenge Peter’s objection by saying 

“Unless I wash you, you have no part in me.”  Jesus was trying to impress on Peter and the 

others that this menial, human action was showing the quality of love that defined God’s very 

character.  It was the quality of love that God shared with Jesus.  It was the quality of love that 

Jesus had shown to them.  And it was the quality of love that Jesus commanded them (and us) to 

show one another. 



  We may yet have trouble with the intimate, and lowly act of washing someone’s 

feet, or having our own feet washed.  But just think of the context of this act on that night in 

Jerusalem.  Jesus washed the feet of 12 men, one of whom was just about to betray him, another 

of whom would publicly deny him three times, while the rest would abandon him and run for 

their lives when the crucial moment came.  Jesus knew all of this and still he demonstrated his 

love for each and every one of them by washing their feet. 

 This is the kind of love that Jesus said would define those who claimed to follow him.  It 

is not just a warm, fuzzy feeling.  It is the willingness to humble ourselves to do for one another 

what we would not normally do.  It is the decision to give ourselves away for the sake of one 

another.  It is the commitment that our lives are to be lived not just for ourselves, but for the 

benefit of one another.  This is difficult, this love.  It is inconvenient, uncomfortable, and 

certainly unconventional.  It is a new kind of tough love that Jesus taught. 

 This new kind of tough love is one of the most important ways that we can bear witness 

to our new life in Christ.  In a time when people are divided by race, class, politics, dogma, you 

name it—we need to work even harder to stay true to this tough love that Jesus commands.  It 

will take all we have to give.  Yet, in a world which increasingly lacks love, this will be our most 

important witness: loving others in the way in which Jesus loves us.   


