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DATES TO REMEMBER
Sun.,,June 11 - Parish Picnic
Sun., June 18 - Father’s Day
Sun., June 25 - 80 & Over
Celebration
SUNDAY SCHEDULE
9:00 am......Holy Eucharist
10:30 am.....Coffe Hour
Journey with Luke in Library
THURSDAY - in the Chapel
12:15 pm.... Holy Eucharist
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Birthdays
in June
6
7
8
9
12
17
21
22
25
26

Julia Claude
Lindley Elmore
Louis Harris
Shane Buckheit
Judith McMillan
Julia Morgan
Judith Felton
Chad Burlette
Marion Harris
Richard Vann
Ann Coward

Happy Anniversary!
Ron & Diane Reid
John & Susan Spaeth
Randy & Christina Burlette
Alex & Rhonda Lentini
Jeff Bianco &
Sallie Hayden Bianco
Samuel & Virginia Eurich
Timothy & Eileen Nelson

From the
Interim Rector’s Perch

O

the Day of Pentecost, when I had us sing Happy Birthday to the church while the kids blew out the candles on
some cupcakes, little Jessica was raising her voice to me asking
very earnestly, “What is the church?” One of the joys and
challenges of working with kids is that things seldom go as
you have planned. Our children ask questions and make observations which are often akin to that of the little child in the
story of the Emperor’s New Clothes. You will remember how
no one wanted to tell the Emperor that what he thought was
his new suit was really his “birthday suit!” Nobody but a little
child, who blurted it out.
N

Jessica’s question probably could have been answered simply, by saying that the
church is the people of God gathered together to celebrate being the people of God,
and to work together to do what God wants us to do in our daily lives. So much for
hindsight.
I believe that it was more than just a “senior moment” which caused me not to
have an immediate answer to Jessica’s question on Sunday. It was the profound
realization that the definition of “church” is so currently under scrutiny. We are all
questioning what it means to be “the church.” Jessica was just the little child pointing
that out.
With any luck, Jessica will have the opportunity to learn about the church, about
God, about Jesus, and about the values we share as Christians. She will be learning
this from her parents at home, yes. And I hope that she will be learning it from all of
us, as well. She may be learning it through some kind of Christian Education experience which we as “the church” will provide for her. Then, as an adult some day she
may have the ability to answer the questions of new generations of children, and the
Good News will continue to be heard.
The truth is that I am not sure exactly how we, the church, will be passing on all
these things to Jessica. The post-WW II kind of Christian Education which was modeled after traditional classroom settings fostered plenty of us who experienced that
style of learning and then turned aside from what we had been taught, leaving the
church in droves as we aged out of our Youth Groups. That method is still looked

(continued on page 4)
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Interim Rector’s Perch (continued from page 3)
upon with nostalgia and we have beaten ourselves up trying to keep it going. Our failure to do so is probably a sign that it did not ever work all that well. If that method of
teaching us about Christianity had worked, we would not be missing whole generations of people in our pews. Obviously, we have not been very good at passing on the
story to our kids in ways that connect it to their lives.
Part of the reason for our 9:00 a.m. experiment was in order to try other ways of
imparting the Gospel to our children, and nurturing ourselves in our lifelong learning
process. When we blew out the candles on our Pentecost cupcakes, I invited everyone
in the room to make a wish for the church. What would be your wish? I know that
mine has a lot to do with passing our faith to the next generation.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who make up the ministry of Christian Education for our kids here at Holy Trinity. As sometimes happens,
we experienced a huge loss to our Sunday School staff when three teachers moved
away from the area at the same time and a couple of others stepped back for other
reasons. Taylor Duckworth, already a Warden of this parish with plenty to do, took on
a leadership role this year. We owe her our profound thanks. Kerline Klaus, Sandy
Pinero, and Marie Burlette have participated in the regular teaching rota, assisted by
Ashley Saylor, Cynthia Ellis, Carol Powell, and the musicians Sue Scibilia, Ron
Burlette, and Allison Lindsay.
Many thanks also to those working with our youth! The Confirmation Class is
being shepherded by Beverly Byrd and Brother Thomas Goddard with help from Alex
Ellis. The Youth Group is led by Ashley Saylor with help from Ron Burlette, Alex Ellis,
Taylor Duckworth, Marie Burlette, and Andy Milliken. God bless you all.
Are you concerned with the next generation of Christians and their life of
faith? Perhaps you have something you could share with them. What is the church
to you?

Articles, etc. for the July edition of the Trinity Trumpet
must be received by June 26. Thank you, the Editor
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Parish News & Local Happenings . . .
Youth Group
The Youth group will meet Fridays on
June 16 and 30, and July 7 and 21.
Mission Trip to Woonsocket,
Rhode Island
The CHT Youth Group will be traveling
to Woonsocket, RI from July 23-29, and
will be joining with 400 other teens and
adults to complete home repair projects.
Each teen, adult and group brings their
own tools for the job! (Tool List Sheet is
attached) Our group of 8 (3 adults and 5
youth) is in need of many of the tools on
this list. If you are able to loan, donate or
purchase any tools for the week, please
contact Ash Saylor! All borrowed tools
will be returned!
Thank you, Ash Saylor

Parish Administrator Receives
Associate Degree
Congratulations to our Parish Administrator, Valerie Hall, who just received
her Associate Degree from Middlesex
Community College! Valerie graduated
receiving
a special
academic
achievement
award.
Here is Valerie
with the lovely
edible fruit gift
from her brother,
who came from
Seattle to attend
her graduation
ceremony.

Parish Picnic
Holy Trinity's annual
parish picnic will take
place at Smith Park in
Middletown on Sunday,
June 11. There will be
a service of Morning
Prayer at 9:00 a.m. at
the church and Holy Eucharist at Smith
Park at 10:15 a.m., followed by the picnic
and activities for all ages. Hot dogs,
hamburgers, rolls, condiments, drinks,
and paper goods will be provided by
vestry and clergy members. Please consider bringing a side dish or a dessert to
share.

Holy Trinity T-Shirts
The T-Shirt shown on page 7 was
designed by Hector Pinero based on the
Wordle we did as a congregation last
year. He had this idea following the recent Vestry Retreat and was encouraged
by Dana to “run with it.”
Hector also designed the flyer and
pasted up the artwork for the T-shirt.
He used the original design from our
WordleMission Statement exercise which
appeared on the cover of the 2016
Annual Report.
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ECW News & Notes

T

HE May 25th Shut-In Service was a
wonderful success this year with multiple nursing homes and assisted living
facility guests attending. We also had
extra special help from Cherry Czuba
and her friends from St. James Church in
Higganum. All the guests were so glad to
be here for the Healing Service, luncheon, and the CT Bristol Old Tyme Fiddlers Club. Transportation to and from
local convalescent homes was provided
by Hunter’s Ambulance, which was paid
for from funds raised by the ECW, and
by Middletown Area Transit who generously donated their vehicles. Attending
were Apple Rehab in Cromwell and Middletown, Autumn Lake Health Care at
Cromwell, Middlesex Convalescent Center, The Saybrook at Haddam, St. Luke’s
Home, The Village at South Farms, and
Wadsworth Glen Health Care and Rehabilitation Center.
Thank you to all the volunteers
from set-up, sandwich makers, cake bakers, greeters, servers, clean-up, and of
course, all clergy taking part.
Sunday June 11th is the Parish Picnic at
Smith Park.
The 10:15 a.m. service will be held there.
Please bring a dish to share and games to
play. Hot dogs and hamburgers will be
served along with beverages. See you
there!

Wednesday, June 14th is Cruise Night
on Main Street, sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce. Set up is 1:00 p.m.
and we are ready to serve hot dogs by
4:00 p.m., with clean up around 7:30
p.m. Help is especially needed for set up
at 1:00 p.m. We also need plenty of
homemade chocolate chip cookies and
brownies to sell. That night approximately 500 antique cars are on display up
and down Main Street. It is quite a sight
and lots of fun, food and music. Come
on down and enjoy your Main Street. We
usually make about $800+ selling our
food. We sell the best hot dogs on Main
Street!
Sunday, June 25th is the
80 & Over Celebration.
Trinity Church in Portland
is invited to attend. Dessert,
coffee, and punch are served and flowers
are provided to the attendees. This is a
great way to encourage community and
conversation with our neighbors.
Wednesday, August 9th is Motorcycle
Mania. Same as Cruise Night. Lots of
help is needed to make it a successful
event.
Saturday, September 16th is the Middletown Town-Wide Tag Sale. This will be
the 6th Annual sale sponsored by the
ECW of Holy Trinity. The sale runs from
8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Rain or Shine.

(continued on next page)
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Registration will begin in July. The cost is
$20 per form. For the $20 you will receive TAG SALE SIGNS, advertising in
the Chronicle, Middletown Press, and
Hartford Courant. Bulletins will be
posted around town, large signs will be
located around the city, and there will be
a listing on the map handed out the
week before the sale with your tag sale
address. The young people at Holy Trinity also hold their big tag sale that Saturday on the front lawn of the church for
their outreach projects. Pam Ferguson
also holds a tag sale on her lawn for
BAWA. If you have items to donate to the

kid’s sale, please hold on if you can until
August before you bring them in.
Saturday, December 2nd is the ANNUAL
HOLIDAY FAIR. We are always looking
for vendors. Let all crafts people know
about our vendor space. When vacationing in different places, attending craft
fairs, or browsing in gift shops this summer, please keep your eyes open for unusual gifts for our Holiday Fair Theme
Baskets. A unique item can be the key
attraction to selling.
Thank you,
Sharon Sheedy
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A Week at the Abbey

A

FTER a zig-zag flight to and from
Conception Abbey I am now back
home, spiritually refreshed. From May 29
to June 3, my religious community, the
Companions of St. Luke-OSB, held its
semi-annual convocation at the abbey in
Missouri, guests of our Roman Catholic
fellow Benedictines. The week was filled
with prayer and numerous meetings,
and with get-togethers with members
and guests from across the country and
beyond.
Monday: By mid-afternoon on the first
day, after everyone had arrived, we gathered to meet fellow members, new comers, guests, and to receive a blessing from
Abbot Basil, our elected abbot. Later we
joined our Roman brethren in the abbey
basilica for Vespers, followed by supper,
meetings for new postulants, rehearsals
for the upcoming monastic offices, then
Compline in the Oratory of the Holy
Cross, the chapel assigned to us for our
Offices and daily Eucharist. After this the
Great Silence began, only broken after
breakfast the next day!
Tuesday: (Feast of St. Benedict – transf).
Breakfast at 7:30 am (in silence) followed
by Matins and the reception of 4 new
postulants to the community (2 from
Texas, 1 from North Carolina, 1 from
Washington). The Holy Eucharist followed soon afterwards where several
novices in the vowed life made their first
vows. Our Bishop Visitor, The Rt. Rev’d
8 TRINITY TRUMPET / JUNE 2017

Top: Partial view of Conception Abbey and
Monastery. Above: Interior of the basilica where
we joined the monks for Vespers on Monday.

William Franklin, of the Diocese of Western New York, was the celebrant and
preacher. The Bishop’s sermon helped
reconfirm our dedication to the Rule of
St. Benedict and it's importance especially in our world today, emphasizing
the first word of the Rule: “Listen.” After
the Eucharist we had time for Lectio Divina (spiritual reading )or meditation
before gathering for lunch at noon, followed by Diurnum (Noon Day prayer).
All life professed members had a meeting later, with Vespers following at 4 pm.
The evening meal was a special event –
it was in honor of our 25th year as a

(continued on page 9)

religious order. For this occasion we had
wine and a special anniversary dessert!
Rehearsals for the clothing of new
novices and other formalities followed;
then Compline, a brief social time, and
the Great Silence.
Wednesday: (Blessed Virgin Mary, Feast).
After breakfast we gathered in the chapel
for Matins, followed by Holy Eucharist
around 9 am with our Chaplain, Fr. Sidney, as celebrant and Sister Martha (from
Kansas) as homilist. At this time the new
novices were clothed in the habit.
I met later in the afternoon with
Bishop Franklin. We had a pleasant talk
and he remembers Holy Trinity and the
Seminary which used to be housed next
door. He offered prayers for us and for
our search for a new rector. The rest of
the day proceeded as before.
Thursday: (Feast of St. Justin, Martyr).
This day followed much the same as yesterday, except that at the Eucharist our
Chaplain in his sermon introduced (or re-introduced) us to
the life and work of Justin, the
martyr who died a defender of
the faith. At dinner I was assigned to say the blessing. At 8
pm one of our organist brothers
gave a recital in the basilica.
Friday: (Commemorating the First
Book of Common Prayer)
On this day we followed a schedule similar to the previous day except that I and
two others renewed our Annual Vows,
the third and final renewal prior to mak-

ing Solemn Vows next year, God willing.
In the community here I am known as
Br. Thomas Anthony – (“Anthony” being
the additional name I chose when I was
clothed as a novice, in honor of my patron, Saint Anthony of Padua. But you
may simply call me Br. Thomas.) Abbot
Basil’s sermon was quite a history lesson
about the ups and downs of the Book of
Common Prayer, giving us much to ponder and be thankful for!
As part of our life together here, we
all take turns with the blessings before
meals and assisting at the Eucharist, the
readings during the monastic offices, etc.
On this day at Vespers I was assigned to
read a passage from a book written by
Br. Lee, one of our departed members.
Saturday:
Breakfast at 7:30 am, then Matins and a
farewell from our Abbot. Then we who
arrived by plane hustled to pack and
prepare for the 90 mile bus ride back
to the airport in Kansas City.
My zig-zag flight took me to Orlando, Florida (with one hour
layover—not enough time to
visit Disney World!) then on to
Hartford.
I kept all of you at Holy Trinity
in my prayers and now look forward to seeing you in church. If
you have any questions about my visit,
please let me know.
Peace,
Br. Thomas
JUNE 2017 / TRINITY TRUMPET
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EARTH MINISTRY:
The Coral Reefs You Never Heard of,
in the Path of Trump's Drilling Plan
This article, written by Marianne Lavelle, is reprinted from Inside Climate News, May 19, 2017.

O

NE of the planet's most unique coral reef systems happens to be nestled in one of the
world's most active oil and gas production areas. And for a decade, federal agencies and
outside experts have studied how to better protect this fragile marvel, the only national marine sanctuary in the Gulf of Mexico.
Now, President Donald Trump's executive order to unleash offshore drilling threatens to
derail their solution: an expansion of the Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary,
from 56 square miles to as much as 935 square miles.
The sanctuary, home to more than 180 species, is blanketed with a forest of corals, where
schools of young grouper, snapper and other fish find protection from predators. The area is
considered "essential fish habitat," vital for ensuring the survival of highly sought reef fish,
which make up a significant part of the commercial and recreational catch in the Gulf.
The sanctuary expansion was proposed by the Obama administration last year and was to
be finalized by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) in early 2018.
It drew on 30 years of scientific research, public meetings and comments, as well as the recommendations of task forces convened after BP's 2010 Deepwater Horizon disaster.
While Flower Garden Banks did not suffer direct impacts from the worst oil spill in U.S. history 400 miles to the east, the oil and chemical dispersants ravaged surrounding reefs and
banks. Some of those areas would become part of the preserve, if the proposal's most extensive option is approved. The coral reefs are also under stress from climate change: Flower
Garden Banks suffered the worst bleaching in its known history last year.
"They're getting beat up on both ends," said Jaclyn Lopez, a staff attorney with the conversation group Center for Biological Diversity. "And we don't know the tipping point.”
— End of reprint —

R

EADERS can help prevent derailing of the expansion of the sanctuary by writing
emails to your representatives and senators and asking them to intervene with the
EPA and to oppose the executive order mentioned above. You can also email or write
to NOAA and pledge your support for their work: National Oceanic and Atmospheric

(continued on page 11)
10 T R I N I T Y T R U M P E T / J U N E 2 0 1 7

Flower Garden Banks sanctuary is home to 180 species and miles of colorful corals in
the Gulf of Mexico. An expansion plan, 10 years in the making, is now at risk.

Administration, 1401 Constitution Avenue NW, Room 5128, Washington, DC 20230.
If your email were one of thousands sent to EPA administrator Scott Pruitt, this might
help, too.
Why are coral reefs important to us? Coral reefs are some of the most diverse and
valuable ecosystems on Earth. Coral reefs support more species per unit area than any
other marine environment, including about 4,000 species of fish, 800 species of hard
corals and hundreds of other species. Scientists estimate that there may be another 1 to
8 million undiscovered species of organisms living in and around reefs (Reaka-Kudla,
1997). This biodiversity is considered key to finding new medicines for the 21st century.
Many drugs are now being developed from coral reef animals and plants as possible
cures for cancer, arthritis, human bacterial infections, viruses, and other diseases.

—Submitted by Dortha Cool Willetts

JUNE 2017 / TRINITY TRUMPET

11

JUNE
2017

KEY: AF = Adult Forum, BS = Bible Study, CC = Confirmation Class, CH = Chapel, CR = Century
Room, CMR = Community Room, HE = Holy Eucharist, LIB = Library, LCC = Lighthouse Church,
OE/A = Overeaters Anonymous, PB = Praise Band, PCO = Pastoral Care Office (next to CMR),
PH = Parish Hall, SS = Sunday School, WSG=Women’s Support Group

9 - Friday
1 - Thursday
10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. House of Talents/CMR
12:15 p.m. Holy Eucharist/CH
6:00 p.m. WSG/CH
7:00 p.m. LCC Worship Prac./LIB & SANC

2 - Friday
12-5:00 p.m. Carl Loges/PCO
10:00 a.m. NA/PH
6:00 p.m. NA/PH

3 - Saturday
9:00 a.m. NA/PH
9:00 a.m. Choir Practice/BSMT
6:00 p.m. NA/PH
7-9 p.m. Piano Recital/SANC.

4 - Sunday – Easter 4
8-9 a.m. Choir Practice/BSMT
9:00 a.m. Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Christian Ed & Thrivent Presentation
1:00 p.m. LCC/CH & SANC
6:00 p.m. NA/PH

5- Monday
10:00 a.m. NA/PH
12:00 - 5:00 p.m. Carl Loges/ PCO
6:00 p.m. OEA/ CMR
7:00 p.m. Buddhist/LIB
7:00 p.m. Nar-Anon/CR

6 - Tuesday
5:30 p.m. First Tuesday/ Dinner and Clothing Closet
7:00 p.m. LCC/CH

7 - Wednesday
9-11 a.m. Clothing Closet/BSMT
10:00 a.m. NA/PH
12:00–5:00 p.m. Carl Loges/ PCO
6:30 p.m. Tai Chi/PH
7:00 p.m. Praise Band/SANC

8 - Thursday
10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. House of Talents/CMR
12:15 p.m. Holy Eucharist/CH
6:00 p.m. WSG/CH
6:00 p.m. WSR NA/PH
7:00 p.m. LCC Worship Prac./LIB & SANC.

10:00 a.m. NA/PH
12:00 –5:00 p.m. Carl Loges/ PCO
6:00 p.m. NA/PH
7:00 p.m. NA Reg. Sub./CR

10 - Saturday
9:00 a.m. Choir Practice/BSMT
9:00 a.m. LCC Ladies Bible Study/LIB
9:00 a.m. NA/PH
6:00 p.m. NA/PH

11 - Sunday – Trinity Sunday
9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist at Smith Park
followed by the Parish Picnic
1:00 p.m. LCC/CH & SANC
6:00 p.m. NA/PH

12 - Monday
10:00 a.m. NA/PH
12:00 p.m.. –5:00 p.m. Carl Loges/ PCO
6:00 p.m. OEA/ CMR
6:00 p.m. Nar-Anon/CR
7:00 p.m. Buddhist/LIB

13 - Tuesday
7:00 p.m. LCC/CH

14- Wednesday - Cruise Night
9-11:00 a.m. Clothing Closet/BSMT
10:00 a.m. NA/PH
12:00 a.m. –5:00 p.m. Carl Loges/ PCO
6:30 p.m. Tai Chi /PH
7:00 p.m. Praise Band/SANC

15 - Thursday
10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. House of Talents/CMR
12:15 p.m. Holy Eucharist/CH
6:00 p.m. WSG/CH
7:00 p.m. LCC Worship Prac./LIB & SANC

16 - Friday
10:00 a.m. NA/PH
12:00–5:00 p.m. Carl Loges/ PCO
6:00 p.m. NA/PH
7:00 p.m. Youth Group/3rd Floor

17 - Saturday
9:00 a.m. NA/PH
6:00 p.m. NA/PH
(June Calendar continued on next page)
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J U N E 2017 - continued
18 - Sunday – Pentecost 2 / Youth Sunday /
Father’s Day
9:00 a.m. Eucharist
10:30 a.m. Ice Cream Social
1:00 p.m. LCC/CH & SANC
6:00 p.m. NA/PH

19 - Monday
10:00 a.m. NA/PH
12:00 –5:00 p.m. Carl Loges/ PCO
6:00 p.m. OEA/ CMR
7:00 p.m. Nar-Anon/CR
7:00 p.m. Buddhist/LIB

20 - Tuesday
6:30 p.m. Vestry Meeting/CMR
7:00 p.m. LCC/CH

21 - Wednesday - First Day of Summer!
9-11:00 a.m. Clothing Closet/BSMT
10:00 a.m. NA/PH
12:00–5:00 p.m. Carl Loges/ PCO
6:00 p.m. NA H&I/CR
6:30 p.m. Tai Chi /PH
7:00 p.m. Praise Band/SANC

22 -Thursday
10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. House of Talents/CMR
12:15 p.m. Holy Eucharist
6:00 p.m. WSG/CH
7:00 p.m. Outreach Meeting/CMR
7:00 p.m. LCC Worship Prac./LIB & SANC

23 - Friday
10:00 a.m. NA/PH
12:00 p.m. –5:00 p.m. Carl Loges/ PCO
6:00 p.m. NA/PH

24 - Saturday
9:00 a.m. NA/PH
6:00 p.m. NA/PH

25 - Sunday – Pentecost 3 / 80 & Over /
1st combined service with Portland
9:00 a.m. Eucharist
10:30 a.m. 80 & Over Celebration
1:00 p.m. LCC/CH & SANC
5-7 p.m. NA PR/CR
6:00 p.m. NA/PH

26 - Monday
10:00 a.m. NA/PH
12:00 –5:00 p.m. Carl Loges/ PCO
6:00 p.m. OEA/ CMR
7:00 p.m. Nar-Anon/CR
7:00 p.m. Buddhist/LIB

27 - Tuesday
7:00 p.m. LCC/CH

28- Wednesday
9-11:00 a.m. Clothing Closet/BSMT
10:00 a.m. NA/PH
12:00–5:00 p.m. Carl Loges/ PCO
6:30 p.m. Tai Chi /PH
7:00 p.m. Praise Band/SANC

29 -Thursday
10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. House of Talents/CMR
12:15 p.m. Holy Eucharist/CH
6:00 p.m. WSG/CH
6:30 p.m. Liturgy & Music Advisory Team/CMR
7:00 p.m. LCC Worship Prac./LIB & SANC

30 - Friday
10:00 a.m. NA/PH
12:00 –5:00 p.m. Carl Loges/ PCO
6:00 p.m. NA/PH
7:00 p.m. Youth Group/3rd Floor

Summer Schedule
WORSHIP THIS SUMMER WILL BE AT CHT
from Sunday, June 25 (The 80 and
Over Service) through Sunday, July 30.
Trinity Church Portland will join us
during this time.
SUMMER SCHEDULE WITH PORTLAND Worship at Portland will be from
Sunday, August 6 through Sunday,
September 3 (Mass on the Grass.)
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